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( Editors notes This article is a merger of twc separate articles entitled
I The twc basic problems in teaching the national language in the army "
and " Sone t:aachinq problems in the army " by Hu T'u-ﬁiang and Huang

Ttang~fel respectively. )

This article deals with the res:lts and experiences gained from
from the 3-year cultural cducation program, particndary national
language y@sa, conducted hy the educational cadres in § army com-
ranjes in t,fw éjyaxyg district in Hunan. The ;;rogram aims at ralsing
the culture of tha troops to the level of elementary and miadle
school graduates, The res 1.8 of this program, according to the
suthors, will have far reaching repercussions in the reconstruction
of national defense, in the revclutionary strugrle of the workers and
peasants, and in the task of removing illiteracy and of raising the
cultural level of the massas,

Following t.fm directive issued by the 1¥biowﬂ %angu.age {esearch
‘niroup of the Hunan %litary Qéstrlct concerning the }—year cul tural
education program the arwmy adopted the program as & pélot project,
The program was Jaunched with 851 students enrolled. More than 96
percert of these ~tudents completed the study of ¢the historical de-

acquired

velopment of ss@lely mnd they mxomt s  mass # yiewpoint, &
% workers % outlook snd the comcept of service to the soldiers
¥hich give them a strong idsclogleal fowndstion, The results in - ‘:

" teaching the maticnsl language were gratifying,
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Preliminary to the actnal organiration of the grogn-, th oldiers

&
were instructed on the 1nporhnco of cultural ducntion a8 task for *._,

party and arsy in the raconsu‘mum of culture and the nation's defensa. .

with this understanding all the mi ltaken notions about mass education had

to be corrected and tha tLrue moaning of this verm had to be fully

undersVOOd.

v

One of the puiding principles in the amp] oyment of ihe mass ed-

acation methcd to achieve the Jeyear cultural education jrogram 18
thut the achievement of the program dOpendid upen the goldiers
4 their creative sense and desire for xmowledse

Ine procedure of organising and promotini cnltural educ ation
must be decided by the aduca.ional cadres':e!‘ore any stepe 1n or-
zanization {s vaken. The study plan for rhe soldiers should ba pre-
sented to the som:any nmma.nder,than tranam:tted o aquad coruzanders.
The t:acher should be .nbroduced to the cadre leddar of ihe squad ,
and then the company cormander avorud mebutl ze. A1 levele of his
orpanization on Lok importance o learnim{{

A Aqystm of collective Te, ar+s on the dajly edncational ac-
+ovites, incladng Prriculiies eantrenting the prosram and £ tadents;
gho il ce e stablished. QY udy froups and anb- rroupy she Ui r";nrt,
hheir' findings to the Leachers. Discassion prouns might oe formed
to discuss methods of v eaching and their effectiveness and problems
of learning.

Comp o/ commanders should be jnfémod about special features
of their company, guch as its history, organiraticn and the special
educatdonal problems and tasks they fac®. Fducational cadres and

teachers should b8 infomed about Lagt educational methods and

their results, t he vaews of students regarding tha methed of learning,,

their nr.-gds and difficulties, the indivdual mental receitiveness of
lstudsn s,A!. requirod for learning @iC.

There should be tests todetermine the progrou,of- the students.
Finally there must be an investigation of the student's age, years

of military service, party membership, size of his fanily. Theee
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facte are h-lpml in feforming and mmcing naucntion.

Edncational cadres should bear in nind the np.ginl consideratime
! that spe‘invelved in applying tihw mu education -cv.hdd o pronou
| culture educstion smong the soldiers, ¥Woit soldim’n are :dultn
and though they may have 1ittle fomal education, Uhey have strong
reasoning pown even though their memory may not compare 850 Iu'rornbh'
with those of regular students, From the erxporlencc in the x‘molutionury
ut,mnlo they learned to express t.homselveu very concisely and clearly
and through hardship and training they acquired practical \movledge
in arithemetic, hygiom and other cammon movledge. They ha ve &
high political sense. The probler in te iching soldiers is how ‘to com~
bine the comtent of study with their ractical experience and knoy‘.\edgae
reachers should try to start with the practical xnowledge that the
soldiers po:&ss and supplament this with cnltural knowledgh,
ALl the scattered expaerience and practical knowledre of the goldiers
shonid ve symines.zed inio a more scien ific and ¢iltural Knowleds®,

Tn ocder w apply the mass wucation method, teachers and intellec-
tuals enga ed in tnis work sho Jdd drop all hhéir superior pretenses
and live and work among the soldiers in order to know the latter's
educational and cnitural level, Through individual conferences
with s ldiers, teaghers can know their odmati&ml needs, problems,
and difficulties,

Knowing the particular problems and conditions of the soldlers,

materiale for the teaching of the mational language wers selected
to mee@the needs and circumstances of the soldiers., Essaye

from " Soldiers Life " were selected beceuse they deal with
subjects of immediate imtersst to the troopse Toachers must care=

i fully prepars each lesson with special atieutica glven to ¢he

snount of time to be devoted to uachcng nnv harecters, expLanatich
! of new charscters, explanation of th- lesscm, and for pr-cueo and
study by the student in and out of the classrees.
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Pénobtion in the mationsl lenguage 15 ther oad to education
for the masses and 1t 15 essential for the mmw of educationdd
cbjectives, These are scme of the gpecial points in mational lmuusl .
sdcuation thet must be understood if educational cbjectives are to

- b§ attained, |

(1) Education should bs demceratic. Teachers should be active
orgarizers andleaders in tie classroom, hub't;luy should stimulate
and arouse the students to expréss their own .vim and apply their
'om practical knowledse toward the solution of problems presented
by the teachers, This is the basic method of lesrning. Tids does
not mean the teacher serves as chalmman of the class, The teacher
giides the discussion, offers sn gestions, corrects the students,
and through his instruction and guidance the students arrive at
the correct solution of a problem, In the teaching of lw, for example,
a t,e:acher reads a sentence ( about the Korean war ). The sentence is
incorrectly worded. .Studenba are asxed to correct it, The taachpr explains
the meaning of the various cheracters in the =n'ence, the students o fer
suggestions, finally witl: the assistance of th\e teachar the students
correct the sentmcoo

\2) It is ‘ix'n}ortnnt to select materials that are of practical
value to the studemts and materials that are familiar to them,

In the learning of characters, studemts shonld be given t hose
chgracters that represent common objects that are familiar %o
him, The h.ngnagn and vocabulary of the workers and peasants wJ
dynemic and descriptive, In many instances teachsrs cannot explain
the meaning of a character in thsir own language, whereas the
students using bis own vocabulsry offors a better explanstion of the
character. fherefars the words used by the soldiers should be used
‘4n the national languege educationsl umm.

(3 m objoctivo of national language -tuq 18 to mh-m.
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the soldier's military and political services, For Yhis resson :

eacl essay or lesson ghould have a political meaning and viewpoin’;.” . . L

() The needs of the army must be met if learning i to improve, |
_the views of the soldiers must be cofisidered and studied in order o '
overcame the shoricomings of the ech/matimal gystem, 1t is }v\oat
important that ’v,eache' s h‘ﬁhly accept the views of the students, ‘
Lat teachers jossass the spiri® of " self-criticism,” and ‘ 4
coiwentrate on correcting treir own weaknesses,

Tris methed of teac. ir- and le-rning the mticﬁa"l Language LN
18 e 8J Ly applicable Lo olner subjects sa:n a8 arithematic.
\Foor this pesearchoon earnins the natl onal lan7uape, the mass

S the

ednraidon method vas reparded as Lhe wey to/successful gbr.aimnent. of

culfural edncation in the 3™Mye
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